
OFFICE MEMO: REVENGE OF THE SIXTH 

May 4, 2020 

Good afternoon all,  

Not sure how many Star Wars fans there are in the community, but the title has nothing to do with anything 
except to serve as a week (weak?) six Star Wars reference on this May the 4th. It had to happen at some point 
today, and because it happened here, my family was spared.  (They thank you!)  As an apology for putting up 
with the reference, I will try to make this memo brief and to the point (except, as a little green guy once 
pointed out, “No. Try not! Only do, or do not. There is no try!” – so I will keep it brief).  

As we head into May and the warmer weather, the work of providing online lessons will continue. Here are 
some things to keep in mind:  

1. The amount of work continues to be adjusted to provide the balance between meeting course 
objectives and keeping the workload manageable. We think that the balance is pretty good right now, 
and students are keeping up, for the most part – but there is no free ride, they need to complete 
assignments.  

2. This week we are scheduled to have a PD day on Friday and we plan to have this as an off day for 
teachers and students. That being said, like during a regular school year, if your child is behind in their 
work because they took other days off (or perhaps the first two weeks…) the day would be better 
spent getting caught up, than honing their Fortnite abilities. We are confident that you know how 
much recovery time your child needs.  

3. Last week an email went out requesting applications for the Student Leadership Team.  If your child is 
in Grade 10 or Grade 11, it would be good to discuss whether they are interested in signing up for this.  

4. Remember about yearbook orders and to send pictures of your teenagers for the next 
yearbook/Gazette. Students can be working on a construction project, science experiment, playing 
their musical instrument, drawing their masterpiece, completing a workout – or practicing work 
avoidance .... Thanks to all the parents who have been sending in their pictures to 
rvanvelzen@guidodebres.com.  

This week we will also be working through what the rest of the year will look like.  We are discussing it as 
administration and department heads this week and will finalize the plans with the Education Committee and 
the rest of the staff by the end of the day on May 13th.   Please look for a memo on May 14th that will detail 
plans for the following:  

1. Exams/culminating assignments.  
2. When the last instructional day will be.  
3. Graduation 
4. Textbook return 
5. Other things that need to be decided that haven’t occurred to us yet.  

We are thankful for the continued support we are receiving.  We know that life is difficult for many, and 
patience is wearing a little thin in places. But we cling to the knowledge that through it all we continue in the 
Lords care and protection.  

Wishing you a wonderful week.  

 

Jason Heemskerk 
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